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Current and recent developments:
Sen. Bob Menendez, D-N.J., and Rep. Linda Sánchez, D-Calif., 
today introduced President Biden’s immigration proposal 
(February 2021)

• Eliminates 3 and 10-year bars
• Eliminates age-outs (21 years and older)
• Eliminates employment-based per country limitations
• Eliminate Public Charge Rule 



• Farm Workforce Modernization Act passed the 
House in 2021 and is now in the Senate

• Current H-2A Program continues to grow: DOL 
withdraws H-2A Modernization Rule for further 
review (January 20, 2021) 

• Impact of COVID-19 on current agricultural 
workforce   















Hourly AEWRs by State
Indiana $15.31 
Iowa $15.37 
Kansas $15.89 
Kentucky $12.96 
Louisiana $11.88 
Maine $14.99 
Maryland $14.05 
Massachusetts $14.99 
Michigan $14.72 
Minnesota $14.72 
Mississippi $11.88 
Missouri $15.37 

Montana $14.55 
Nebraska $15.89 
Nevada $14.82 
New Hampshire $14.99 
New Jersey $14.05 
New Mexico $13.67 
New York $14.99 
North Carolina $13.15 
North Dakota $15.89 
Ohio $15.31 
Oklahoma $13.03 
Oregon $16.34 

Alabama $11.81 
Arizona $13.67 
Arkansas $11.88 
California $16.05 
Colorado $14.82 
Connecticut $14.99 
Delaware $14.05 
Florida $12.08 
Georgia $11.81 
Hawaii $15.56 
Idaho $14.55 
Illinois $15.31 

Pennsylvania $14.05 
Rhode Island $14.99 
South Carolina $11.81 
South Dakota $15.89 
Tennessee $12.96 
Texas $13.03 
Utah $14.82 
Vermont $14.99 
Virginia $13.15 
Washington $16.34 
West Virginia $12.96 
Wisconsin $14.72 
Wyoming $14.55 


Sheet1

		The hourly AEWRs are listed by State below.

		State		AEWR				State		AEWR

		Alabama		$11.81				Nebraska		$15.89

		Arizona		$13.67				Nevada		$14.82

		Arkansas		$11.88				New Hampshire		$14.99

		California		$16.05				New Jersey		$14.05

		Colorado		$14.82				New Mexico		$13.67

		Connecticut		$14.99				New York		$14.99

		Delaware		$14.05				North Carolina		$13.15

		Florida		$12.08				North Dakota		$15.89

		Georgia		$11.81				Ohio		$15.31

		Hawaii		$15.56				Oklahoma		$13.03

		Idaho		$14.55				Oregon		$16.34

		Illinois		$15.31				Pennsylvania		$14.05

		Indiana		$15.31				Rhode Island		$14.99

		Iowa		$15.37				South Carolina		$11.81

		Kansas		$15.89				South Dakota		$15.89

		Kentucky		$12.96				Tennessee		$12.96

		Louisiana		$11.88				Texas		$13.03

		Maine		$14.99				Utah		$14.82

		Maryland		$14.05				Vermont		$14.99

		Massachusetts		$14.99				Virginia		$13.15

		Michigan		$14.72				Washington		$16.34

		Minnesota		$14.72				West Virginia		$12.96

		Mississippi		$11.88				Wisconsin		$14.72

		Missouri		$15.37				Wyoming		$14.55

		Montana		$14.55






Sheet1

		The hourly AEWRs are listed by State below.

		State		AEWR				State		AEWR

		Alabama		$11.81				Montana		$14.55

		Arizona		$13.67				Nebraska		$15.89

		Arkansas		$11.88				Nevada		$14.82

		California		$16.05				New Hampshire		$14.99

		Colorado		$14.82				New Jersey		$14.05

		Connecticut		$14.99				New Mexico		$13.67

		Delaware		$14.05				New York		$14.99

		Florida		$12.08				North Carolina		$13.15

		Georgia		$11.81				North Dakota		$15.89

		Hawaii		$15.56				Ohio		$15.31

		Idaho		$14.55				Oklahoma		$13.03

		Illinois		$15.31				Oregon		$16.34

		Indiana		$15.31				Pennsylvania		$14.05

		Iowa		$15.37				Rhode Island		$14.99

		Kansas		$15.89				South Carolina		$11.81

		Kentucky		$12.96				South Dakota		$15.89

		Louisiana		$11.88				Tennessee		$12.96

		Maine		$14.99				Texas		$13.03

		Maryland		$14.05				Utah		$14.82

		Massachusetts		$14.99				Vermont		$14.99

		Michigan		$14.72				Virginia		$13.15

		Minnesota		$14.72				Washington		$16.34

		Mississippi		$11.88				West Virginia		$12.96

		Missouri		$15.37				Wisconsin		$14.72

								Wyoming		$14.55








Sheet1

		The hourly AEWRs are listed by State below.

		State		AEWR				State		AEWR

		Alabama		$11.81				Montana		$14.55

		Arizona		$13.67				Nebraska		$15.89

		Arkansas		$11.88				Nevada		$14.82

		California		$16.05				New Hampshire		$14.99

		Colorado		$14.82				New Jersey		$14.05

		Connecticut		$14.99				New Mexico		$13.67

		Delaware		$14.05				New York		$14.99

		Florida		$12.08				North Carolina		$13.15

		Georgia		$11.81				North Dakota		$15.89

		Hawaii		$15.56				Ohio		$15.31

		Idaho		$14.55				Oklahoma		$13.03

		Illinois		$15.31				Oregon		$16.34

		Indiana		$15.31				Pennsylvania		$14.05

		Iowa		$15.37				Rhode Island		$14.99

		Kansas		$15.89				South Carolina		$11.81

		Kentucky		$12.96				South Dakota		$15.89

		Louisiana		$11.88				Tennessee		$12.96

		Maine		$14.99				Texas		$13.03

		Maryland		$14.05				Utah		$14.82

		Massachusetts		$14.99				Vermont		$14.99

		Michigan		$14.72				Virginia		$13.15

		Minnesota		$14.72				Washington		$16.34

		Mississippi		$11.88				West Virginia		$12.96

		Missouri		$15.37				Wisconsin		$14.72

								Wyoming		$14.55








Sheet1

		The hourly AEWRs are listed by State below.

		State		AEWR				State		AEWR

		Alabama		$11.81				Montana		$14.55

		Arizona		$13.67				Nebraska		$15.89

		Arkansas		$11.88				Nevada		$14.82

		California		$16.05				New Hampshire		$14.99

		Colorado		$14.82				New Jersey		$14.05

		Connecticut		$14.99				New Mexico		$13.67

		Delaware		$14.05				New York		$14.99

		Florida		$12.08				North Carolina		$13.15

		Georgia		$11.81				North Dakota		$15.89

		Hawaii		$15.56				Ohio		$15.31

		Idaho		$14.55				Oklahoma		$13.03

		Illinois		$15.31				Oregon		$16.34

		Indiana		$15.31				Pennsylvania		$14.05

		Iowa		$15.37				Rhode Island		$14.99

		Kansas		$15.89				South Carolina		$11.81

		Kentucky		$12.96				South Dakota		$15.89

		Louisiana		$11.88				Tennessee		$12.96

		Maine		$14.99				Texas		$13.03

		Maryland		$14.05				Utah		$14.82

		Massachusetts		$14.99				Vermont		$14.99

		Michigan		$14.72				Virginia		$13.15

		Minnesota		$14.72				Washington		$16.34

		Mississippi		$11.88				West Virginia		$12.96

		Missouri		$15.37				Wisconsin		$14.72

								Wyoming		$14.55









Hourly AEWRs by State
Oregon $16.34 
Washington $16.34 
California $16.05 
Kansas $15.89 
Nebraska $15.89 
North Dakota $15.89 
South Dakota $15.89 
Hawaii $15.56 
Iowa $15.37 
Missouri $15.37 
Illinois $15.31 
Indiana $15.31 

Ohio $15.31 
Connecticut $14.99 
Maine $14.99 
Massachusetts $14.99 
New Hampshire $14.99 
New York $14.99 
Rhode Island $14.99 
Vermont $14.99 
Colorado $14.82 
Nevada $14.82 
Utah $14.82 
Michigan $14.72 

Minnesota $14.72 
Wisconsin $14.72 
Idaho $14.55 
Montana $14.55 
Wyoming $14.55 
Delaware $14.05 
Maryland $14.05 
New Jersey $14.05 
Pennsylvania $14.05 
Arizona $13.67 
New Mexico $13.67 
North Carolina $13.15 

Virginia $13.15 
Oklahoma $13.03 
Texas $13.03 
Kentucky $12.96 
Tennessee $12.96 
West Virginia $12.96 
Florida $12.08 
Arkansas $11.88 
Louisiana $11.88 
Mississippi $11.88 
Alabama $11.81 
Georgia $11.81 
South Carolina $11.81 


Sheet1

		The hourly AEWRs are listed by State below.

		State		AEWR		State		AEWR

		Oregon		$16.34

		Washington		$16.34

		California		$16.05

		Kansas		$15.89

		Nebraska		$15.89

		North Dakota		$15.89

		South Dakota		$15.89

		Hawaii		$15.56

		Iowa		$15.37

		Missouri		$15.37

		Illinois		$15.31

		Indiana		$15.31

		Ohio		$15.31

		Connecticut		$14.99

		Maine		$14.99

		Massachusetts		$14.99

		New Hampshire		$14.99

		New York		$14.99

		Rhode Island		$14.99

		Vermont		$14.99

		Colorado		$14.82

		Nevada		$14.82

		Utah		$14.82

		Michigan		$14.72

		Minnesota		$14.72

		Wisconsin		$14.72

		Idaho		$14.55

		Montana		$14.55

		Wyoming		$14.55

		Delaware		$14.05

		Maryland		$14.05

		New Jersey		$14.05

		Pennsylvania		$14.05

		Arizona		$13.67

		New Mexico		$13.67

		North Carolina		$13.15

		Virginia		$13.15

		Oklahoma		$13.03

		Texas		$13.03

		Kentucky		$12.96

		Tennessee		$12.96

		West Virginia		$12.96

		Florida		$12.08

		Arkansas		$11.88

		Louisiana		$11.88

		Mississippi		$11.88

		Alabama		$11.81

		Georgia		$11.81

		South Carolina		$11.81






Sheet1

		The hourly AEWRs are listed by State below.

		State		AEWR		State		AEWR

		Oregon		$16.34

		Washington		$16.34

		California		$16.05

		Kansas		$15.89

		Nebraska		$15.89

		North Dakota		$15.89

		South Dakota		$15.89

		Hawaii		$15.56

		Iowa		$15.37

		Missouri		$15.37

		Illinois		$15.31

		Indiana		$15.31

		Ohio		$15.31

		Connecticut		$14.99

		Maine		$14.99

		Massachusetts		$14.99

		New Hampshire		$14.99

		New York		$14.99

		Rhode Island		$14.99

		Vermont		$14.99

		Colorado		$14.82

		Nevada		$14.82

		Utah		$14.82

		Michigan		$14.72

		Minnesota		$14.72

		Wisconsin		$14.72

		Idaho		$14.55

		Montana		$14.55

		Wyoming		$14.55

		Delaware		$14.05

		Maryland		$14.05

		New Jersey		$14.05

		Pennsylvania		$14.05

		Arizona		$13.67

		New Mexico		$13.67

		North Carolina		$13.15

		Virginia		$13.15

		Oklahoma		$13.03

		Texas		$13.03

		Kentucky		$12.96

		Tennessee		$12.96

		West Virginia		$12.96

		Florida		$12.08

		Arkansas		$11.88

		Louisiana		$11.88

		Mississippi		$11.88

		Alabama		$11.81

		Georgia		$11.81

		South Carolina		$11.81






Sheet1

		The hourly AEWRs are listed by State below.

		State		AEWR		State		AEWR

		Oregon		$16.34

		Washington		$16.34

		California		$16.05

		Kansas		$15.89

		Nebraska		$15.89

		North Dakota		$15.89

		South Dakota		$15.89

		Hawaii		$15.56

		Iowa		$15.37

		Missouri		$15.37

		Illinois		$15.31

		Indiana		$15.31

		Ohio		$15.31

		Connecticut		$14.99

		Maine		$14.99

		Massachusetts		$14.99

		New Hampshire		$14.99

		New York		$14.99

		Rhode Island		$14.99

		Vermont		$14.99

		Colorado		$14.82

		Nevada		$14.82

		Utah		$14.82

		Michigan		$14.72

		Minnesota		$14.72

		Wisconsin		$14.72

		Idaho		$14.55

		Montana		$14.55

		Wyoming		$14.55

		Delaware		$14.05

		Maryland		$14.05

		New Jersey		$14.05

		Pennsylvania		$14.05

		Arizona		$13.67

		New Mexico		$13.67

		North Carolina		$13.15

		Virginia		$13.15

		Oklahoma		$13.03

		Texas		$13.03

		Kentucky		$12.96

		Tennessee		$12.96

		West Virginia		$12.96

		Florida		$12.08

		Arkansas		$11.88

		Louisiana		$11.88

		Mississippi		$11.88

		Alabama		$11.81

		Georgia		$11.81

		South Carolina		$11.81






Sheet1

		The hourly AEWRs are listed by State below.

		State		AEWR		State		AEWR

		Oregon		$16.34

		Washington		$16.34

		California		$16.05

		Kansas		$15.89

		Nebraska		$15.89

		North Dakota		$15.89

		South Dakota		$15.89

		Hawaii		$15.56

		Iowa		$15.37

		Missouri		$15.37

		Illinois		$15.31

		Indiana		$15.31

		Ohio		$15.31

		Connecticut		$14.99

		Maine		$14.99

		Massachusetts		$14.99

		New Hampshire		$14.99

		New York		$14.99

		Rhode Island		$14.99

		Vermont		$14.99

		Colorado		$14.82

		Nevada		$14.82

		Utah		$14.82

		Michigan		$14.72

		Minnesota		$14.72

		Wisconsin		$14.72

		Idaho		$14.55

		Montana		$14.55

		Wyoming		$14.55

		Delaware		$14.05

		Maryland		$14.05

		New Jersey		$14.05

		Pennsylvania		$14.05

		Arizona		$13.67

		New Mexico		$13.67

		North Carolina		$13.15

		Virginia		$13.15

		Oklahoma		$13.03

		Texas		$13.03

		Kentucky		$12.96

		Tennessee		$12.96

		West Virginia		$12.96

		Florida		$12.08

		Arkansas		$11.88

		Louisiana		$11.88

		Mississippi		$11.88

		Alabama		$11.81

		Georgia		$11.81

		South Carolina		$11.81







Meal Deduction and Reimbursement Rates: 
2021

• $13.17 per day where meals are provided
• $55 per day with receipts
• Daily meal deduction in employer housing where there are no 

kitchens
• Inbound/Outbound Transportation  



H-2A 
Employer 

Challenges 
and Best 
Practices

How Successful Agricultural
Employers Navigate the
H-2A Program Today



Be: Careful, Clear, and Kind

• Understand preferential treatment rules
• Understand non-discrimination rules
• Understand document and payroll and retention rules
• Understand ¾ Guarantee rules
• Understand recruitment and hiring rules
• Understand State and Federal employment laws and Wage and 

Hour rules
• Understand Corresponding Employment
• Understand Housing Rules: Federal, State, and Local 
• UNDERSTAND SAFETY AND HUMAN RESOURCES RULES!!  



COVID-19 Related Issues:

H-2A, foreign ag workers on other visas (TN and H-2B), and 
domestic ag workers are deemed “essential” for purposes of 
border crossing and consulate closures due to COVID-19
Outbreaks of COVID in ag industry are geographically related 

(i.e. Border areas hardest hit with limited or no outbreaks in 
more remote areas: Sonoma, CA)
State-specific restrictions on housing and transportation: 

California has the most restrictive rules in the nation: litigation is 
pending   



Questions?
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